The asymmetric unit of the title compound, [Zn 2 (C 6 H 6 O 7 ) 2 -(H 2 O) 4 ]ÁC 12 H 10 N 2 Á2H 2 O, comprises half of a centrosymmetric complex dimer, half of a 1,2-bis(pyridin-4-yl)ethene molecule, which lies across an inversion centre, and one lattice water molecule. Carboxylate groups of two dianionic citrate ligands bridge two Zn II ions to give the cyclic dimer, with each Zn II ion coordinated by four O atoms from the chelating citrate ligand (one hydroxy and three carboxylate, with one bridging) and two water O atoms, forming a distorted octahedral environment [Zn-O = 2.040 (3)-2.244 (3) Å ]. In the crystal, O-HÁ Á ÁO and O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds involving hydroxy groups and both coordinating and lattice water molecules link the dimers to give a three-dimensional framework structure. 
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Recently, our group has also reported a novel compound from the reaction of manganese(II) nitrate as a building block and citric acid as a ligand (Hwang et al., 2012) . In order to study the effects of secondary metal ions on the interaction between transition metal ions and citric acid Yu et al., 2009; Kim et al., 2011) , we have employed zinc as a metal ion source. We report here the structure of [Zn 2 (H 2 O) 4 (C 6 H 8 O 7 ) 2 ].C 12 H 10 N 2 .2H 2 O.
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Figure 1
The structure of the title compound showing the atom numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are shown at the 50% probability level. The labelled atoms are related with unlabelled atoms by symmetry code: -x + 1, -y + 1, -z + 1 for the diaquabis(citrato)dizinc fragment and -x, -y, -z + 2 for the 1,2-bis(pyridin-4-yl)ethene molecule. 
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